












Issues paper questions on equity, efficiency and effectiveness of service delivery 
1. Which level of government is best placed to address equity issues? 
2. To what extent, if any, do shared roles enhance or detract from the effective achievement of 

school education outcomes? If shared roles continue, what mechanisms are needed to ensure 
collaboration is efficient? 

The NCEC believes that the Commonwealth Government is uniquely placed to address the issue of 
equity in education on a macro level. The education sphere inevitably intersects with other national 
issues such as Indigenous reform, students with disability, and immigration. 

On the matter of reducing inefficiency and removing layers of bureaucracy, this question inevitably 
demands a trade-off between national uniformity and local policy innovation. This is an unavoidable 
tension of any federal system and striking a balance is likely to be a continuing dynamic project. 

On the issue of equity, Catholic schools seek to ensure that students are not prevented from 
achieving their potential because of background or family circumstances, or because of the location . 
of their school. The commitment of Catholic education to making a quality education accessible to all 
students is demonstrated in many ways. 
• Its presence throughout Australia shows Catholic education has a strong commitment to rural 

and remote education, even where this results in disproportionately high costs. 
• Enrolment practices are inclusive. While Catholic schools prioritise Catholic student enrolments, 

they also accept non-Catholic students. In 2013, 30% of students in Catholic schools were not 
Catholic. 

• System funding arrangements: Catholic systems administer system funding arrangements to 
direct funding to the greatest need of schools and students. This includes, the effective 
redistribution of school-level fee income. 

• Funding distribution processes of Catholic systems favour remote schools and schools with low 
SES families, refugees, Indigenous students, students with a disability and students with special 
learning needs. These serve to increase accessibility to Catholic schools for these cohorts. 

• Fee policies consider the socioeconomic status (SES) of the school community and the 
circumstances of individual families. Other policies (e.g. hardship concessions and sibling 
discounts) are also applied to assist affordability. The intention of these measures is to ensure 
that no child is excluded from a Catholic education because of the financial situation of their 
family. This approach is illustrated in My School data. Fees, charges and parental contributions in 
schools tend to be closely correlated to school SES scores (as one measure of the school 
community's capacity to afford fees). 
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Issues paper question on durability 
1. What configuration of roles and responsibilities between the Commonwealth and the States 

and Territories and non-government sector would be most likely provide funding and policy 
certainty in the long term? 

On the responsibility for schooling, the NCEC believes that the role should be shared between 
Commonwealth, State and Territory governments. 
• The current education funding arrangements, where education is a shared responsibility, are a 

testament to how good Commonwealth-state relations can give effect to the principles of 
diversity and subsidiarity. 

• Direct Commonwealth funding to non-government schools supports parent choice, particularly 
in relation to non-government schools. 

• The current configuration of responsibilities supports a vibrant non-government school sector 
alongside a strong government school sector. 

• The current arrangements have provided funding certainty for Catholic schools and support the 
important contribution they make to the wider community. 

The durability of intergovernmental collaboration on education will depend on strong political 
leadership and a bipartisan approach. Education is too important an issue to be made a political 
football. It also requires an agreement that the division of power between the Commonwealth and 
the States and Territories is characterised by comity. Just as there is nothing to be gained by the 
Commonwealth controlling every aspect of the education continuum, the States and Territories have 
much to gain through fruitful intergovernmental relations. 
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Issues paper questions on fiscal sustainability 
1. How can roles and responsibilities be aligned to ensure the fiscal sustainability of the school 

education system while maintaining high quality student outcomes? 
2. What responsibilities should families have in contributing to the costs of their child's 

schooling in addition to contributions made through the tax system? 

The NCEC supports a collaborative approach from the Commonwealth, State and Territory 
governments to funding for Catholic schools. This approach should have as its foundation three 
overarching principles. 

1. Stable, predictable and sustainable funding for Catholic schools. 
2. Needs-based funding, based on robust data, where greater need attracts higher funding. 
3. Local system autonomy over funding distribution based on need. 

The Commonwealth, State and Territory governments should continue to work as partners with 
Catholic school communities in the funding of the Catholic education sector. Catholic schools make a 
strong contribution to education in Australia and provide governments and the community with 
value for money. 

The characteristics of Catholic schools include accessibility to students from all social backgrounds, 
high performance, efficiency and accountability. 

Government funding is critical to Catholic schools and their objectives of equity and accessibility. 
• Catholic schools look to governments to ensure that, through equitable funding arrangements, 

schools have the capacity to serve the broad socioeconomic spectrum of Australian families. 
• Catholic schools need government funding to continue providing a quality education option at 

reasonable cost for the many communities they serve. 

Any freeze or reduction in government funding would put this at risk. If government funding for 
Catholic schools is frozen or reduced, schools would be forced to raise their fees. This will inevitably 
put more pressure on government school systems. 
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